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Washington's First Major Survey of Edward Hopper's

Career and "Nighthawks" First Visit to DC; On View at

the National Gallery of Art, September 16, 2007–

January 21, 2008

Edward Hopper (1882 - 1967)

Nighthawks, 1942 oil on canv as

The Art Institute of  Chicago, Friends of  American Art Collection

Washington, DC – Edward Hopper marks the first time in more than 25 years that a

comprehensive exhibition of this great artist's work has been seen in American

museums outside New York and is the most complete survey of his career ever

presented in Washington. The exhibition of 96 paintings and works on paper focuses

on the period of the artist's great achievements—from about 1925 to mid century—

when he produced such iconic paintings as Automat (1927), Drug Store (1927), Early

Sunday Morning (1930), New York Movie (1939), and Nighthawks (1942).

Edward Hopper is organized by the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, where it debuted



May 6 through August 19, 2007; National Gallery of Art, Washington, on view

September 16, 2007 through January 21, 2008; and The Art Institute of Chicago, where

it will be seen February 16 through May 11, 2008.

"The National Gallery is pleased to present this new exploration of the career of Edward

Hopper, an artist who produced some of the outstanding masterpieces of modern

American art," said Earl A. Powell III, director, National Gallery of Art. "We are pleased

to join the Museum of Fine Arts and the Art Institute of Chicago in investigating how his

images were seen in his own time. We welcome the sponsorship of Booz Allen

Hamilton, who helped bring this important show to our nation's capital."

Exhibition Organization and Sponsor

The exhibition at the National Gallery of Art in Washington is made possible by

a generous grant from the global consulting firm Booz Allen Hamilton Inc.

"Booz Allen is honored to sponsor this major exhibition at the National Gallery of Art of

one of America's greatest artists. Edward Hopper's genius was his ability to make

ordinary and familiar scenes into extraordinary and memorable ones. This exhibition

will delight and inspire people of all ages in the Washington area, and we are proud to

be able to help make possible such a special exhibition where our firm is

headquartered," said Dr. Ralph Shrader, chairman and chief executive officer of the

global consulting firm Booz Allen Hamilton.

The Artist and the Exhibition

The classic works of Edward Hopper (1882–1967) capture the realities of urban and

rural American life with a poignancy and beauty that have placed them among the most

enduring and popular images of the 20th century. This exhibition of 48 oil paintings, 34

watercolors, 12 prints, and two ledger books, arranged chronologically and

thematically, reveals Hopper as a creator of compelling images who produced

remarkably subtle and painterly effects in both oil and watercolor. It also examines how

his images were seen by his contemporaries in the middle decades of the century.

From the late 1920s, Hopper was recognized as one of the most profound American



artists, praised for his mastery at painting light, for his direct, eloquent realism, and for

his unique sensitivity to modern American life. He excelled as a painter in oils, as a

watercolorist, and as a printmaker, and this exhibition presents his greatest work in all

three media. The assembled art includes some of Hopper's best-loved images as well

as seldom seen works of extraordinary quality and power.

A group of paintings and prints from the 1910s introduces his signature subjects, and

reveals his beginnings as an artist influenced by both the American Ashcan school and

a fin-de-siècle sensibility to which he was exposed during student years in Paris. The

core of the exhibition is dedicated to the mature, highly original images for which he is

justly famous: majestic Maine lighthouses; Manhattan apartments, restaurants, and

theaters; and the old-fashioned houses of Gloucester and Cape Cod. Hopper's career

spanned six decades, and in his epic late paintings, created during the ascendancy of

abstract expressionism, he remained a staunch realist, his style marked by increasing

simplicity and austerity.

Catalogue and Curators

The 264-page, fully illustrated exhibition catalogue, with 170 color and 15 black-and-

white illustrations, includes essays by exhibition co-curators Carol Troyen, the Kristin

and Roger Servison curator of paintings, Art of the Americas, Museum of Fine Arts,

Boston, and Judith Barter, the Field-McCormick Chair of American Art at The Art

Institute of Chicago, and others. The catalogue is available for sale in the Gallery Shops

for $45 (softcover) and $65 (hardcover). To order, call (800) 697-9350 or (202) 842-

6002; fax (202) 789-3047; or e-mail mailorder@nga.gov.

The exhibition curators are Carol Troyen, Franklin Kelly (senior curator, American and

British paintings, National Gallery of Art), and Judith Barter.
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General Information

The National Gallery of Art and its Sculpture Garden are at all times free to the public.

They are located on the National Mall between 3rd and 9th Streets along Constitution

Avenue NW and are open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and

Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Gallery is closed on December 25 and

January 1. With the exception of the atrium and library, the galleries in the East Building

will be closing gradually beginning in July 2013 and will remain closed for approximately

three years for Master Facilities Plan and renovations. For specific updates on gallery

closings, visit www.nga.gov/renovation (http://www.nga.gov/renovation) .

For information call (202) 737-4215 or the Telecommunications Device for the Deaf

(TDD) at (202) 842-6176, or visit the Gallery's website at www.nga.gov. Follow the

Gallery on Facebook at www.facebook.com/NationalGalleryofArt and on Twitter at

twitter.com/ngadc.

Visitors will be asked to present all carried items for inspection upon entering.

Checkrooms are free of charge and located at each entrance. Luggage and other

oversized bags must be presented at the 4th Street entrances to the East or West

Building to permit x-ray screening and must be deposited in the checkrooms at those

entrances. For the safety of visitors and the works of art, nothing may be carried into the

Gallery on a visitor's back. Any bag or other items that cannot be carried reasonably

and safely in some other manner must be left in the checkrooms. Items larger than 17

by 26 inches cannot be accepted by the Gallery or its checkrooms.

For additional press information please call or send inquiries to:

Press Office

National Gallery of Art

2000B South Club Drive

Landover, MD 20785

phone: (202) 842-6353 e-mail: pressinfo@nga.gov
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